34                        ARABIA INFELIX
This painful operation is intended to test the lad's courage and harden him against physical pain.
The creed and ordinary practices of Sunni extend some distance from the coast back into the maritime range. Hajeilah, for example, is Sunni, and slack at that, but up the road to Sanaa from Hajeilah, the Zeidi cult is supreme.
At Menakha there is a strong connection with India, through native merchants and their correspondents, in large centres such as Bombay, Delhi and Haidarabad. This tends to broaden religious thought and to tone down fanaticism. Turkish officials (Sunnis) attend the local mosque, which is naturally of Zeidi denomination. Central Yamen is not fanatical. Her mountaineer husbandmen, in the isolated security of their village eyries, have for many centuries watched the ebb and flow of various creeds and sects. Land must be tilled if kingdoms fall, and seasons do not wait on politics. Religious thought is as strong, and stronger than in the bickering foot-hills or the sun-scorched Tihama, where crops give way to flocks, and both to the upheaval of the moment, or occasional brigandage, or any easier livelihood than that which must be wrested from an iron-bound soil and scanty pasture. The central plateau, with its terraced farms and infinite detail of cultivation, has little time for abstract problems. Thus it is that the ripples of every political and religious movement in Yamen have failed to travel far among those solemn hills, apart from the difficulties of locomotion. Now and then some hot-headed movement has seized on Sanaa, there to brood and feed on its own vitality, unable to spread afield, for the hillsmen will have none of it unless it touches them personally.